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The Master's Coming. 

(Adtbnt Suwdat.) 
BY THE EDITOR. 



S. John xi. 28. 
** The Master is come, and calleth for thee." 

The Seasons set apart by the Church for special 
observance, are by no means to be passed over 
without our most serious attention. There is 
either meaning or no meaning in them; they 
should therefore either be done away with alto- 
gether, or we should be careful to keep them for 
that purpose for which they have been appointed. 
It is absurd and senseless in the highest degree to 
pretend to observe a day, or a season, and then 
either permit it to go by as if it were of no im- 
portance, or else to keep it in a way simply of our 
own choosing. And every true Christian must 
regard with deep concern, the neglect of the 
Church's Rales on so important a duty. 

Now Advent and Christmas are in certain ways 
times of universal observance. And yet how 
often is Advent passed over even by members of 

No. 1. 
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our Church, and by religious members too, as if 
it were a time reminding them of the coming of 
Christmas, and nothing more I While Christmas 
itself is kept indeed in a worldly sense, but how 
few, alas! are there who give even a passing 
thought to that of which Christmas should remind 
us all — the Birth of the Blessed Saviour; the 
coming in the flesh of the Immortal Son of God, 
whose love for sinful man was so great that He 
gave His life a ransom for our souls ! 

Called upon then, as I have been, to speak to 
you at this Holy Season I cannot but remind you 
of these things and urge you in all earnestness 
not to allow this Advent to go by without making 
it a time of special preparation — special prepa- 
ration for Christmas, and for a New Year, special 
preparation for the hour of death, and for the 
day of Judgment. 

The words of S. John's Grospel which I have 
chosen for our text is very suitable to our present 
purpose. It speaks to us you see of a call. It 
speaks of the Master's coming and His calling 
for us. — My brethren, we are all of us continually 
having calls of some kind or other. We are 
having calls to prepare ourselves for the coming 
of Christ — in other words, we are having calls to 
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lead a more religious life. Every season of the 
Christian year is a call. This Advent is a call. 
Each Service to which we are summoned is a call. 
Every sermon preached is a call. Every invitation 
to receive the Holy Communion is a call. They 
all speak to us — to our hearts secretly it may be, 
— ^but yet publickly and openly too, for the call 
is loud and long, they all tell us, if we will but 
listen. The Master is come, and calleth for 
thee. 

And a most gracious call it is ! There are other 
and sterner calls — " The Bridegroom cometh, go 
"ye outto meet Him" — " Repent, for the kingdom 
" of Heaven is at hand" — " The day of the Lord 
" will come as a thief in the night" — all of them 
intended to rouse us from our indifference, or 
awake us from our sin. But there is no call so 
gracious, so loving, and I feel sure we may add, 
in numberless cases so effectual, as the call of the 
text, that silent secret call which comes to most of 
us many times in our lives — the call of some friend, 
some sister, some brother, who visits us in our 
trouble, comforts us in our sickness, and when 
our sorrow is greatest and things seem past all 
hope, whispers in our ears the welcome words, 
The Master is come, and calleth for thee. 
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You know the peculiar circumstances under 
which these words were spoken. The family at 
Bethany so much beloved by the Saviour was in 
great trouble. Lazarus the brother of Martha 
and Mary was very sick. This grievous sickness 
made them instantly turn to their best friend — 
Jesus of Nazareth, the great Miracle* worker ; 
the most loving man they had ever known ; the 
man who had the tenderest heart, the most un- 
bounded compassion ; the Helper who had been 
never known to fail — to Him their thoughts 
immediately turned, and they send to Him, 
saying, " Lord, behold he whom Thou lovest is 
" sick" — never, I am sure, doubting for a single 
moment, that He would come immediately to 
them, and that all would be well. 

But — and His continued absence must have 
perplexed them beyond measure — Jesus came not! 
Hour after hour passed away, but Jems came not! 
Day after day went by, but Jesus came not! The 
patient sickened, and languished, and died, and 
yet Jesus came not ! And now the worst had come, 
and their beloved brother had already lain in the 
grave four days, and still Jesus did not come! Oh 
who can picture the agony and suspense of those 
days passed by the sick man's dying bed, waiting 
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for Him who came not — ^agony and suspense all 
the more severe, because the loving sisters felt in 
their own minds that if Jesus had been with them 
their brother would not have died 1 

At last, when all was over, they heard that 
Jesus was coming — now alas ! too late ! too late ! 
Martha however runs out to meet Him with the 
aflTecting words — " Lord, if Thou hadst been here 
" my brother had not died," little thinking that 
Jesus was now come, not merely to console them 
for their loss, but to turn their tears into joy, to 
cause light to shine for them in the midst of 
darkness, and so to prove that He was truly the 
Son of God. 

Then followed between Martha and her Saviour 
that conversation which has been of such ines- 
timable comfort to thousands and thousands since; 
the conversation which brought out Martha's 
slumbering faith until it found expression in 
the words " I believe that Thou art the Christ, 
" the Son of God, which should come into the 
"world." Having then been comforted and 
reassured herself, Martha as a loving woman 
went her way and called Mary, her sister, secretly, 
saying, 2%^ ifos^er u come^ and callethfor thee. 

Now we will take this to ourselves as our 
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AdvetU Call — ^a call to each and all of us ; a call 
made in various ways, and at various times, 
according to the circumstanbes of each; a call 
made to some openly and publickly by the Church 
and her Ministers; to others secretly by some 
loving friend, or inwardly by the voice of Con- 
science ; a call sometimes made in the hour of 
joy and mirth, but much oftener listened to in 
the times of sorrow and unhappiness ; a call often 
made in prosperous days but attended to only 
when trouble, and affliction, and poverty have, 
humbled us, and laid us low — The Master is came 
an d callethfor thee. 

My brethren, we may be very well sure that 
such a call is made to us this Advent, not as some 
would make it, a call to judgment, enforced by 
terrors and threats, and setting forth the might 
and majesty of the Judge. Not a call made by 
Prophets, who on account of the wickedness of 
the people, are denouncers of punishment and 
woe. It is a call not made in tones loud and 
imperative — " The Lord is at hand ! " " The day 
" of the Lord will come as a thief in the night" 
"Watch, watch, lest it overtake you sleeping, 
" slumbering, sinning, and then mercy no more ! 
<* nought but judgment and fiery indigaaation I " 
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No ! my beloved brethren, the call is made ten- 
derly, softly, by friend and not by foe, and in 
accents gentle and loving, Th& Master is come^ 
and calletk for thee. 

There will one day be the stem, the terrifying 
call, " The Judge, the mighty Judge is at hand, 

"let every soul tremble before Him!" But 

this call is a call of love, nothing but love — the 
love of the Father, the love of the Son, the lovely 
influence of the Holy Spirit. Nothing can be 
more gracious 1 It is the Saviour Himself that 
comes. It is the ' Saviour Himself that calls. 
Love for us brings Him to our side. He would 
ha,ve us always with Him, always by Him. He 
would draw us and keep us to Himself by the 
cords of love — The Master is come and calletk 
for thee. 

Let us notice too from the history before us 
that the call is made, and very often successfully, 
in the time of trouble and sickness and death. 
At such times the heart is more soft and pliable, 
the feelings are more easily worked upon, the 
conscience more tender. Many a call that is 
made and heard on the bed of sickness, or when 
death has deprived us of some loved friend, would 
pass unheeded by were we in health and strength, 
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and busy from morning to night at our farms, in 
our oflSce, at our merchandize. Nay ! the loudest 
and most successful call of all is often the sick- 
ness itself, the trouble, the trial, the misfortune, 
the death. 

And when sickness is sent, and troubles come, 
and death enters our doors, as with this family at 
Bethany, it is God's loving purpose to turn our 
thoughts toward Jesus — to make us look for Jems 
— to shew us how valueless are all worldly things 
without Jesus I how they fade and vanish away ; 
how even those whom we love best and who are 
destined for immortality at last, pass from our 
sight and we see them no more ! 

During the sickness, and at the death of Laza- 
rus the one thought of those two sisters was, 
" Where can our Saviour be ? He alone can now 
" comfort and help us." Thus the call to them 
was heard and answered. Jesus had knocked at 
the door of their hearts, and they had opened to 
Him immediately. '^Martha, as soon as she 
" heard that Jesus was coming went and met 
" Him." Mary " as soon as she heard^^ that Jesus 
was come and called for her, " arose quickly and 
" came unto Him." 

My dear friends, let us too listen to our Advent 
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call as soon as that call is made — instantly, at 
the very moment. When the knock comes let us 
open immediately. If not, the time will go by; 
pressing worldly matters will step in; calls to 
business, calls to pleasure, calls to sin, will come 
and will be too eagerly listened to; while the 
call to God and a Holy life will pass unheeded by. 

Let us listen to the calls of religion and of 
conscience, whatever and however varied those 
calls may be. We shall have, we cannot fail to 
have, this Christmas a call to help the poor around 
us — and not only those who are near but those 

who are afar off. Bemember that Jesus often 

i 

stands at our door in the garb of a poor man, 
wretched, shivering, naked, houseless, and calls 
upon us, "If ye show kindness and love and 
" charity to one of my poor starving brethren, 
" ye shew kindness unto Me." And let us re- 
member that if from our poverty we are unable 
to relieve the hungry or clothe the nake^, we are 
all of us able, however destitute ourselves, to 
show some kindness, speak some loving word, 
offer some neighbourly help, to " those who are 
" in any ways afflicted or distressed in mind, body, 
" or estate ;" we are all of us able in fact to give 
to one because he belongs to Christ that " cup 
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<< of cold water'* of which our Saviour speaks, 
and the giving of which shall not go unrewarded. 

We shall also have some call — some inward, 
some secret call — ^not only to love God better, and 
to shew pity and kindness to the poor ; but to 
show a larger heart, a more unstinting charity, 
a forgiving temper to those who have in any way 
offended us, or done us harm. We shall have a 
call to hold out the hand of reconciliation, to put 
down all proud looks, to suppress all cold feelings ; 
to hold back unspoken all unloving and unfriendly 
words. Christmas is a time of love and peace 
and goodwill, let us promote it, first in our own 
family, then with our neighbours around, and 
then from man to man, as far as bur influence 
extends. 

And oh ! my brethren, let some of us also 
stand in the place of Martha and see if we cannot 
like her bring others to Jesus. As Andrew called 
his own brother Simon ; as Philip found Nathaniel ; 
as the woman of Samaria left her water-pot and 
went her way into the city — thus making others 
to share their blessedness and their light and 
their knowledge, so must we. Blessed shall we 
be this Advent, this Christmas, if we will only 
do this. And we may all for Christ do more 
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some ignorant child, read the Bible to some sick 
person, and seek to torn from the winding path 
of sin some erring friend, some brother, some 
sister. And thus leading others by the hand and 
guiding them to Jesus we shall in the best way 
be conveying to them the message of our Blessed 
Lord in the words of Martha — The Master is 
came and callethfor thee. 

I see before me now many fathers and mothers 
who must surely be anxious for the future welfare 
of their children. Let me urge you then, in 
conclusion, early to teach them that they cannot 
observe too carefully the sacred seasons of the 
Christian year — ^that they cannot set too high a 
value on the services of the Church or on all 
holy ordinances. Teach them early to see in all 
Holy seasons and in all sacred ordinances calls 
from God to lead a Holy life. Teach them early 
to see in all that befalls them, whether joy or 
sorrow, wealth or poverty, family comfort or 
family affliction, fresh calls to God — calls of 
love and mercy and kindness to win their souls 
to Christ, but which, if disregarded, will most 
assuredly be succeeded by the call to judgment 
— the call of the wind, of the earth<juake, of 
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the fire. N(m at any time we can, like Martha 
and Mary, rise np at Jesus' call and go to Him, 
but if we refuse to do this then will the last 
call come on the bed of death, from which 
shall be no turning away. Then shall we in our 
turn begin [to call upon God, but there shall be 
no voice nor any to answer nor any to regard. 
God shall then say of us as He said of the people 
of old — " Because 1 have called and ye refused; I 
" have stretched out my hand and no man re- 
" garded, then shall ye call upon me, but I will 
" not answer. Ye shall seek me early, but ye 
" shall not find me." 



The Holy Scriptures. 

(Sbcokd Sunday in Advent.) 
BY THE REV. R R, H, H. NOYES, M.A. 

(Vice-Pinncipai of the Chichester Theological CoUege.) 



Romans xv. 4. 

" Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our 
learning ; that we, through patience and comfort of the Scriptures 
might have hope." ' 

It is not without good reason that our Collect 
and Epistle for to-day call our attention to our 
Bible. Advent is a time of fear. No one can 
lay to heart its stern and solemn lessons of warn- 
ing without realising this. The picture that it 
lays before us of the Great Judgment Day — the 
White Throne set in the Heavens, the gathering 
together of all nations and tongues and languages 
before the Throne, the sep^jation of the good 
from the bad, the fearful waiting for the sentence 
of acquittal or condemnation, the lamentable 
cries of the lost as they are hurried to their 
doom — is a picture which rightly studied cannot 
jyb. 2. 



22 

but make "men's hearts fail them for fear" even 
in antidpation. Bat the Church like her Lord 
is merciftil. She would not leave us hopeless, 
for hopelessness can but lead to despair. She 
would not have us "swallowed up with over much 
" sorrow." Hence intermingled with her note of 
warning comes a message of comfort and hope. 
In fact she warns but that she may comfort the 
more surely, by shewing those who take her 
warning that there is no cause for fear, if they 
will only embrace and hold fast the blessed hope 
of everlasting life, which they have on the sure 
word of Scripture. 

And how can she better deliver that message 
than by calling our attention to that Book which 
she puts into our hands as the Word of God, and 
from which she derives alike her lessons of warn- 
ing and encouragement? We are then but follow- 
ing up the line of thought thus suggested to us 
if we take for our subject to-day the Right Use 
of our Bibles. 

It is our boast here in England that we are a 
Bible-loving people. There is not a sect amongst 
the many that unfortunately divide the affections 
of our people, which does not rest its claims upon 
the Bible. The success of our Missionary work 
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is often estimated by the number of Bibles thftt 
are sold, and a home is rightly reckoned a poor 
home indeed where there are not one or two 
Bibles to be found. And yet with all this show 
of Bible love one is often tempted to doubt 
whether there is much Bible knowledge. People 
are to be found, and they not few in number, 
who are proud enough of possessing their Bibles, 
and yet who never so much as think of using 
them. They shew their Bible love by taking the 
greatest possible care of its binding to the utter 
neglect of its contents. Others there are, and 
they too not few in number, whose Bible reading 
has come to be little more than an act of super- 
stition. Eeligiously, nay scrupulously they will 
read their daily portion. It would make them 
supremely uncomfortable were they by any chance 
to omit it, but for the good it does them, for the 
practical influence it has upon their lives, they 
might just as well have left it alone altogether. 
Their conduct is exactly parallel to that of the 
Jews in the time of Ezekiel (Ez. xxxiii. 30, 31, 32.) 
They *< speak one to another every one to his 
" brother, saying Come I pray you and hear what 
" is the word that cometh forth from the Lord. 
" And they come unto Thee as the people cometh, 
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^^ and they Bit before Thee as Thy people, and they 

"hear Thy words, but they will not do them. 

" And lo Thou art unto them as a very lovely 
^^ song of one that hath a pleasant voice and can 
" play well on an instrument ; for they hear Thy 
"words but they do them not." 

How then, let us ask, may we read our Bibles 
so as best to minister to our learning. 

1. When we read let us remember what the 
Bible is. It is the word of God — the voice of 
Gk)d speaking to us no less clearly and distinctly 
than He spoke to His people of old through the 
mouth of His prophets. If we realised this more 
ftdly I think we should find it easier to resist the 
temptation to read it so carelessly and formally. 
In something of the spirit of the Israelites at 
Mount Sinai, who were filled with an awful dread 
at the sound of the Voice of the Lord Jehovah, 
we should remember that if it is a blessed, so it 
is a very solemn, thing to be brought into com- 
munion with God. True, the tones of that voice 
are, in mercy to our enfeebled hearing, softened 
by coming to us through human instruments, yet 
still they are the tones of the Voice of the Most 
High. Lawgiver and Prophet, Evangelist and 
Apostle, without losing their own individuality 



26 

— their very style and language displaying their 
several characters — are yet employed by God the 
Holy Ghost to convey His messages to us. If 
we did but realise this more fully in what a differ- 
ent spirit should we come to the reading of our 
Bibles ! There would be no feelings of weariness 
then, for how should we weary of the voice of our 
King ? no complaints then of the sameness of the 
message — for the old old story, no matter how 
often repeated, would come to us with an ever 
present freshness. Reading our Bible as the 
Word of God, under the guidance of God the 
Holy Ghost, the old truths would ever present 
themselves to us under new aspects — and instead 
of wearying of our study, it would, as we grew 
in grace, continue to meet the cravings of our 
higher spiritual nature. This comprehensiveness 
of the Bible, its power of accommodating itself to 
the varied wants of every single soul, is a natural 
result of its character as the Word of God. As 
the greatest human intellect finds here many 
things hard to be understood, so on the other 
hand the most humble, the most unlearned of 
men may also find here food suited to his needs' 
and understanding. It is the same as with tl:e 
Manna of old. " He that gathered much had 

B 
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"nothing over, he that gathered little had no 
« lack." 

But perhaps you will ask how do we know the 
Bible to be the Word of God ? I say in answer 
that you must accept it as such on the authority of 
the Church, the witness and keeper of Holy Writ. 
As the witness she has given her testimony to the 
fact that it is God's 'Word, and therefore places it 
in our hands as containing the very pith and ker- 
nel of all her teaching — and we know that her 
witness is true. And as the keeper she has pre- 
served, it for our use intact, not allowing aught to 
be added thereimto or diminished therefrom — 
allowing nothing to be reckoned as Holy Scrip- 
ture, however pure and holy and beautiful in itself, 
which has not the seal of God's Holy Spirit to 
recommend it. It is one of the many reasons 
why we should be thankful to Almighty Qrod for 
His gift of the " Holy Catholic Church" that she 
has put into our hands this Book upon which we 
can rely as being the revealed will of God. And 
I would have you bear in mind also what follows 
from this, that as we receive our Bibles from the 
Church, so we must remember that she is the 
rightful interpreter of God's Word. The true 
teaching of God's Church cannot be contrary to 
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the true teaching of God's written Word. Hence 
we must be careful in our study of that word not 
to set up our own opinions against the decision 
of the universal Church. People say some- 
times, with respect to the very fundamental doc- 
trines of the Church, " I do not hold with this or 
" that," and seem to think that their own unsup- 
ported opinion will hold good against the teaching 
of the Church from the beginning until now. 
Now to put out of the question the self conceit 
which dictates such conduct, I would only ask 
those who thus seem to think that the whole con- 
stitution and doctrine of the Church should be 
changed to suit their own peculiar and often ill- 
digested views, whether, to say the least of it, the 
Church is not more likely to be right in her in- 
terpretation than they are. Of course it may 
often be the case that people whose circumstances 
will not permit them to study much or deeply 
find a difficulty in understanding why this or 
that is taught and practised. But they must not 
jump hastily to the conclusion that the Church is 
necessarily in the wrong. Rather they should 
seek to know from those whose opportunities have 
been greater than their own the reasons which 
have guided the decision of the Church, or tne 
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proofs on which she relies, and then the chances 
are that the difficulties which they felt before will 
prove to be no difficulties at all, the mists will 
clear away from their eyes and they will be led 
to acknowledge that after all " Church doctrine 
"is Bible truth." 

2. The Bible is God's Word, It is the voice of 
God speaking to you. You must therefore listen 
to that voice with reverence. It is the practice 
of many good men to read their Bibles every day 
on their knees, that their posture may help to 
remind them that it is no common book, but the 
very Word of God ; and at least we can imitate 
them so far as to read our Bibles in the spirit of 
prayer. We may either say a collect for God's 
blessing on our reading before we begin, or inter- 
mingle our reading with aspirations, and ejacu- 
latory prayers that its lessons may sink into our 
hearts and bring forth in us the fruit of good 
living. Such a practice will help to make our 
daily reading more of a reality and prevent it from 
degenerating into mere formalism. Besides we 
should remember that as the Author of the Bible 
is God the Holy Ghost, it is to His guidance that 
we must look if our reading is to be profitable 
for our instruction in righteousness. However 
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learned or studious we may be, we shall get little 
good without His help. He alone can rightly 
direct the intellect of the learned and enlighten 
the understanding of the simple. Go to Him 
then in all confidence and He who never yet 
turned a deaf ear to the prayer of the poor desti- 
tute will guide you to that knowledge which is 
most needful for your soul's health. 

3. Bead intelligently, that is, try to understand 
the meaning of what you read, and to carry away 
with you some lefeson that may be of real help to 
you in your daily life. Some people read their 
Bibles, just because they think it right to spend so 
much time in a religious exercise, without seem- 
ing to think it necessary to find out the meaning 
of what they read. Others, again, will mark 
eagerly enough what seems to chime in with their 
own religious views, or will single out texts which 
may be made serviceable in some of their contro- 
versies, often in this case divorcing the text from 
the context, and to support their own preconceived 
opinions putting a forced and unnatural meaning 
upon the language of Holy Scripture ; but how 
few read in order that they may learn something 
themselves, or that they may be reminded of some 
forgotten or ill-prepared duty I And yet Holy 
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Scriptui'e was written "for their learniTig.''^ Ah ! 
if we could but be humble enough to remember 
that there is something left for us to learn, that 
we are not yet altogether perfect in knowledge or 
in practise, how much better would it be for us, 
and for others too ! Half the religious discords 
of a parish, half the controversies in the world, 
come from people thinking they must know better 
than every one else, and that there is nothing more 
for them to learn ; and by setting themselves up 
as teachers when they ought to be learners, they 
too frequently succeed in sowing the seeds of 
dijfferences which it is easier to excite than to 
allay. 

If you want to read your Bible aright, then re- 
member that you must read as a learner, and if 
you would learn aright, you must prayerfully 
meditate on what you read : that is, try to think 
out for yourselves the full meaning of the passage 
you have been reading as well as the lesson it 
may have for you. If the meaning does not lie 
on the surface, you should compare it with other 
and similar passages : you should make good use 
of your marginal references, you should study 
other books which may treat of the same subject, 
you should let it be in your thoughts as you walk 



31 

by the way, or as you are busy about your daily 
work, and then you may fairly hope for God's 
blessing upon your reading and meditation. As 
Bichard Hooker says, even " those things which 
" at the first'are obscure and dark, when memory 
" hath laid them up for a time, judgment after- 
" ward growing explaineth them." 

4. One more hint and I have done. Take care 
whatever you do that you act upon what you read. 
The lesson which God may have for you may not 
be always the most palatable in the world. It 
may wound your self-love, it may mortify your 
vanity, it may perhaps subject you to much hu- 
miliation, but all this only proves that your read- 
ing is really proving useful to you. Every such 
feeling of self humiliation is a proof that it is 
for your own good. God is really shewing you 
your own self by your Bible reading. He is 
making it to you a mirror by which you may 
read without flattery your character in His sight. 
Do not discourage this feeling, but act then upon 
the knowledge that He thus gives you. Cut off 
your right hand, or pluck out your right eye if He 
calls upon you to do so. Harden not your heart 
to His voice because He may call upon you to do 
that which is difficult or troublesome. " If any 
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" be a hearer of the word and not a doer," says 
at James, '' he is like unto a man beholding his 
" natural face in a glass, for he beholdeth himself 
*^ and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth 
"what manner of man he was." It is not the 
forgetful hearer, but the faithful doer that has the 
promise that he shall be blessed in his deed. 

May God give you grace, dear brethren, so to 
use this. His precious gift, in all humility, and 
honesty of purpose, that it may indeed prove a 
lantern to your feet, and a light to your paths; 
pointing out to you ever more and more clearly 
the Way of Life, leading you daily nearer and 
nearer to the cross of your Lord, and preparing 
you to meet Him on His Second Advent without 
fear, because you know that you have done your 
best, imperfect though that best has been, to listen 
to and obey His voice here on earth, for their 
case only is hopeless in the Day of Besurrec- 
tion, who will not hear now Moses and the 
Prophets, — the Evangelists and Apostles. 



The Christian Ministry. 

(Thied Sunday in Adtbkt.) 
BY THE REV. A. R. ASH WELL, ALA., 

(Canon of Chichester, and Principal qf the Theological CoUege.) 



1 Cob. IV. 4. 
" He that jndgeth me is the Lord. ' 

Few things are more noticeable respecting the 
Apostles and Evangelists of the New Testament, 
than the utter absence of anything like what we 
now call self-assertion. The Evangelists scarcely 
ever mention themselves at all. If in the case 
of S. Matthew, he does for a moment appear 
upon the pages of his own Gospel, there is less 
said to his credit there, than in the corresponding 
passage of S. Luke.^ S. Peter, in the Acts, is 
from the first especially anxious to avoid being 
thought to act by his own power or holiness.* 
And S. Paul calls himself the least of the 
Apostles, one who is not meet to be called an 
Apostle, because he had persecuted the Church 
of Gk)d.» 

1. Compare 8. Matthew iz. 9, 10, with S. Luke v. 27—29, and 
remember that S. Matthew's Gospel usually goes more into details 
than that of S. Luke. 

2. Acts iii. 12. 3. 1 Cor. xv. 9. 

No. 3 
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It is not surprising that this should be so. 
The Apostles and Evangelists had seen and 
known such marvels, they were so full of the 
wondrous message which they had to deliver, 
that all thought of themselves was utterly crushed 
out of them. They had seen the Lord, hence- 
forward in their own eyes they were nothing. 
They were the messengers of One so infinitely 
above themselves, that the difference, once seen, 
.could never be forgotten. They were modest and 
humble for life. Accordingly, as we said above, 
the teaching of the Apostles and Evangelists is 
noticeable for its total want of self-assertion. 

But there is another side to the picture. It is 
right for a messenger to be modest. It is right 
for him to be mry modest when he feels that his 
message is far above his worthiness. It is right 
that he should let people see his humility and his 
modesty. But it is not right that he should let 
his message be despised. Still less is it right 
that he should allow any disrespect to be shown 
to him who gave him the message. It is his first 
duty to do all in his power to prevent thobL In 
fact the more reason that a messenger has to feel 
personally humble, the more reason he has also to 
exalt his message and to magnify him who sends it 
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The Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, the first 
ministers of His Church, set before us an example 
of vhow to act on each side of this great Truth ; 
and as it is S. Paul who says most of his own 
individual unworthiness of the office, so also it is 
S. Paul who says most about the real greatness of 
the office and how we are to regard it It is 
moreover the one great subject of the special 
services ot the day. In the Epistle we read S. 
Paul's own account of the Christian Ministry, 
what it is, and to Whom the Ministers are res- 
ponsible. In the Gospel we hear Christ saying 
that one who prepares "His way must be very 
unlike those who surround the courts, or bear the 
messages, of earthly kings. In the Collect of the 
Day we pray that God will so bless the Christian 
Ministers of our own times, that in the end the 
people may be found acceptable in His sight. 
Any one, therefore, who has offered this prayer, 
has set forth His belief that a good deal depends 
on the Christian Ministry. He has declared his 
belief that its due discharge contributes, to say the 
least, in a very important degree, to men's be- 
coming acceptable to God at the Second Advent 
of the Lord. Let us then consider what S. Paul 
teaches us as to what the Clergy are, what their 
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duty is, to whom they are responsible, and how 
it is the duty of Christian people to regard them. 

What are the Clergy ? In the Collect which 
we have just solemnly pronounced before God 
we have just called them " stewards of Christ^s 
" mysteries." This then is the answer to the first 
question. The Clergy are stewards ; — and stew- 
ards of certain things which are described as the 
mysteries of Christ ; — i. e. mysteries which belong 
to Christ; — not merely certain mysterious truths 
regarding Christ, but certain things which belong 
to Christ are entrusted to them, and form the 
material of their stewardship. 

Next, what is their duty ? Let S. Paul answer. 
He says that the first duty of a steward is fidelity, 
or faithfulness and honesty. " It is required in 
" stewards that a man be found faithful." So 
run the words of our Epistle. A steward must 
be honest in the way he uses the things or 
property which he has charge of. He must not 
turn them to his own advantage. He must not 
let other people meddle with them. He must not 
let them lie idle. He must honestly do his best 
with them, and make the most of them. 

Thus then when we come to the question — who 
are these Stewards responsible to ? you see that 
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we have answered it already. To whom can a 
Steward be responsible except to the person whose 
property he takes charge of and administers? 
This is what S. Paul means when he writes 
"it is a very small thing that I should be 
"judged of you, or of man's judgment." Why 
so? Plainly because he was not their steward 
but God's. The " mysteries" committed to him 
were God's mysteries, not men's. They were en- 
trusted to him by God, not by the persons to 
whom he was writing. And therefore he adds, as 
in our text, " He that judgetb me is the Lord ;" 
and in another placed "who art thou that judgest 
"the servant of another?" 

But what caused S. Paul thus to assert his posi- 
tion so strongly ? The case was this. Of all the 
early Christian Churches that we know of, that in 
Corinth was the one in which party spirit and self- 
opinion broke out most seriously. Other Churches 
may have shown tendencies to other faults. The 
Corinthian Church was that in which the general 
run of Church-people evidently fancied that they 
were perfectly competent to judge their teachers*, 

1. Bom. xiv. 4. 

2. On this head see first, 1 Cor i. 12, rebuking them for ranging 
themselves onder different teachers i — next,l Cor. iv. 3, from whieh 



38 

to judge on points of doctrine^, matters of 
morals*, of discipline*, and of worship*. The 
danger to the Corinthian Church was this strong 
tendency to Rationalism; and as a part of this 
Rationalism there came of course the disposition 
to "judge", i. e.y to criticize, the Teacher as well 
as his Teaching. S. Paul, as his manner is? 
goes deep down to the root of the matter. He 
does not content himself with simply condemning 
the error. He goes deeper. He sets forth the 

our text is taken : — thirdly, 1 Cor. ix. 1, Ac, whenoe it is clear that 
they presumed to call in question S. PanVs Apostolic rank. 

1. As to doctrine, 1 Cor. xv. 12, &c., shows them to have denied 
that of the Resurrection of the Body, asserting probably, (compare 
2 Tim. ii, 18,) that the Resurrection of mankind was a moral one, 
and that it signifies the new life on which man enters through 
union with Christ. 

2. As to morals, we see from 1 Cor. v. 2, 6, that they actually 
approved and defended the incestuous marriage, probably on the 
ground that the entry on the new life in Christ dissolved — ^like 
death— all previous bonds. 

3. As to discipline, it is enough to allude to the breaches of the 
rule laid down at the Council of Jerusalem in respect of eating 
things offered co idols, and td the rationalistic arguments by which 
they defended their conduct : — see 1 Cor. viii., throughout. 

4. As to the conduct of divine worship, whether as to the Holy 
Eucharist, as to the use of tonguest and as to preaching (prophe- 
sying)— the errors which S. Paul has to condemn are too familiar 
to need specifying. But it may be added that as the Corinthian 
Church thus presents an example of a Church of strong demo- 
cratic and rationalistic tendencies, so the letter of the Apostle gives 
an example for all time of how to m6et and deal with these ten- 
dencies. 
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corresponding truths which show why the error 
Tvas error. This he does in every one of the 
points which he takes up in this letter, and 
among the rest, in the case of the Christian 
Ministry. Here too he shows why the Corinthi- 
ans were wrong in their behaviour. The Chris- 
tian Ministry is a Stewardship. It deals with 
things entrusted to it by God. To God alone 
therefore is it responsible. By God alone then 
will it be judged. Nay, so strongly does S. Paul 
put this, that he asserts that even the approval of 
his own conscience does not count for much with 
him. He knows nothing against himself he says, 
yet even that does not make him out to be blame- 
less in his stewardship. "I know nothing by 
"[t. e.^ against] myself ; yet am I not hereby jus- 
"tified." 1 Cor. iv. 4 : — L e,y "am not hereby 
" declared just." A steward may believe himself 
to be blameless in his discharge of his duty. But 
that does not prove that he is blameless. The 
only person who can give him an acquittance 
from all blame or error is his^employer ; and — 
" He that judgeth me is'^the Lord." 

This then puts us in the position to answer 
the last of the four questions with which we 
set out — How are we to regard the Ministers 
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of Christ's Church ? There are of course two 
ways of looking at them. According to one view 
the " minister" is the minister of the congrega- 
gation, selected by the congregation and retained 
by them because he is acceptable to them, and 
therefore responsible to them for what he does in 
his office apd ministry. According to S. Paul's 
view he is not the minister of the congregation 
at all, but the Steward of Christ. True he is 
appointed to minister in the congregation, but 
that is quite a different matter. According to 
the first view, he is simply a person chosen by 
the congregation to be the mouth-piece of their 
devotions and to preach them such sermons as 
they approve of. According to S. Paul's view he 
is a person to whom Christ has committed cer- 
tain things which are necessary for the salvation 
of men: and it is a very serious matter for the 
flock whether the Clergy act uprightly and 
honestly in their trust. God's grace alone can 
enable them to do it. God's power alone can make 
them do it. This then is why in our Collect we 
have been praying that God will enable His 
ministers to act so uprightly in their ministry 
that the flock may be saved in the Day of Christ's 
Coming. 
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Thus then tliere is the widest possible differ- 
ence between these two views. In Churches of 
man's devising the minister is the minister of 
man. In the Church of God, he is the minister 
of Christ. Therefore in another place S. Paul 
writes, " Do I seek to please men ?" If so " I 
" should not be the minister of Christ ^" And 
again, " we were allowed of God to be put in 
" trust with the Gospel. Not as pleasing men, 
"but God." 2 We see the same thing again in 
what S. Paul says in his charge to the Clergy of 
Ephesus. There, when he met them for the last 
time at Miletus, he reminds them that it was 
" the Holy Ghost* Who had made them overseers 
"to feed the Church of God." Now who had 
ordained these Clergy ? Was it not S. Paul him- 
self ? No doubt it was. Yet for all that, and 
though S. Paul says so much* about their follow- 
ing his example in the exercise of their ministry, 
yet he traces up the source of their commission 
directly to the Holy Ghost. Just as after- 
wards when he writes to Timothy he reminds 
him of a certain " Gift of God" which was " in 
him."^ And here it is the more noticeable be- 

I. Gal. i. 10 2. 1 These, ii. 4 

<(. Acts zx. 28. 4. See verses 31 35' 

5, 2 Tim. i. 6, and se« also 1 Tim. iv. 14. 
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cause in this second passage S. Paul goes on 
to connect this " Gift of Gton" with his own 
ordaining act — "by [means of]* the putting on of 
" my hands:'' his ordination being the " means" 
only, not the source. 

Thus then it is clear that S. Paul regarded 
those Ephesian Clergy as being appointed by 
God the Holy Ghost, and that their duty wa?* 
to " feed the Church of God;" exactly as in the 
case of Timothy, he speaks twice over of a certain 
" Divine Gift" which it was his duty to "stir up'* 
and not to "neglect" Yes, and it is just this 
which makes the Christian Ministry so great a 
blessing to men, whenever it is rightly exercised. 
There is a real Divine "gift" in them for the 
benefit of the Church. There is something in 
their hands wherewith they are able, if they will, 
to feed the souls of men. They have certain 
Divine Mysteries entrusted to them, of whiph 
they are the Stewards, and the exercise of their 
stewardship lies in the stirring up of the "Gift" 
and in the feeding of the Church. Pitiable 
indeed would be the Church's case, woeful would 
it be for our Parishes and Congregations, if their 

1. The original ia precise, and signifies exactly what we express 
by the phrase " by the means of**' 
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Clergy had to feed them from their own store 
of mere human knowledge, or human zeal, or 
human energies, or human love. Christ does not 
leave His flock so unprovided for as this. When 
He bade His Apostles feed the five thousand in the 
wilderness, He Himself supplied the food, by 
miracle. The store of the Apostles was utterly 
inadequate. So it is now. There never yet was 
a clergy in the best days of the Church of Christ 
which could be considered equal to its work. And 
those of us who know by what kind of men the 
greatest works have been done for the Church, 
and for the souls of men, know well that it has 
not been the men of brightest geuius or most 
showy talent, but the men who with the most 
single mind have done whatever duty lay before 
them, believing in simplicity of .heart that He 
Who imposed the duty would give also the ability. 
" To feed the Church of God" :— this is their 
stewardship. " The Mysteries of Christ," this is 
the food which He supplies to His ministers, that 
they may have wherewithal to feed His sheep. 
The very word " mystery" points us to the divine 
and supernatural nature of what is entrusted to 
the ministers of Christ For a mystery means 
something which man could not know of, or find 
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out for himself. It does not mean a thing 
difficult to perceive or use after it has been re- 
vealed. What it does mean is something which 
we men could not have gained or found out for 
ourselves. The very word shows that the Clergy 
have no business to imagine that tbey have 
anvthinof of their own with which to sustain the 
Church. What they h,ave to give is from God, 
and from Him alone. They, like the Apostles in 
the Wilderness do but dispense. It is Christ 
that gives. 

But why is it spoken of as food ; and why is 
it their one duty to feed the Church ? Consider 
a moment What did Christ come into the 
world for? Was it not to give life — spiritual 
life — to those who were spiritually dead ? And 
the object of food is to sustain life. Bodily food 
comes to us through the course of nature. Spirit- 
ual food comes to us through the ordinances of 
Grace. Both come from God, but He gives them 
by different means. The bodily food He gives 
us by the ways which we see. The spiritual food 
He gives us by the ways which He reveals. And 
as God the Holy Ghost is the author of our 
spiritual life, so it is God the Holy Ghost Who 
commissions His Ministers to feed the spiritual 
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life, and then supplies them with the food ne- 
cessary to sastain that life. 

Dwell on this thought a moment. By nature 
we are born in sin. God causes us to be born 
again to a new and spiritual being. But this 
new being wants sustaining. It must have its 
food, as much as the bodily nature must have its. 
And this must of course be divine and spiritual, 
or else it would not be adapted to sustain what 
is divine and spiritual in our being. It is this 
" Gift," it is these " mysteries" which God en- 
trusts to His ministers for the support of the 
souls of men. God supplies it, and to God they 
are responsible for its use. Man could not have 
supplied it. Man could not have invented it. 
The flock itself could never have so much as 
imagined it, much less supplied it. And there- 
fore S. Paul repudiates with all his energy, the 
notion that the flock was to judge Him. "He 
" that judgeth me is the Lord." 

What are these mysteries? Truly they are 
manifold. There are the manifold teachings of 
the Word, there are the infinitely varied graces of 
the Sacraments, but all from God. To God the 
Clergy are responsible for the full and unflinching 
teaching of His Word, be it popular or unpopular. 
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be it pleasant or unpleasant to those who hear it 
Their business is not to preach what pleases a 
congregation, lest the congregation should get 
rid of them and find a preacher who suits it 
better. The truths are God's, and not the con- 
gregations. If we received them from men, then 
men would be the best judges, whether we preach 
them rightly. But it is not so. Qop is the judge. 
Then as to the Sacraments. Who, unless Cbrist 
had bidden us do so, would dare to tell you that 
He Himself became the food of your souls in the 
Eucharist, Himself sustaining the life which Hjb 
began in Baptism ? We not only dare to do it, 
but we dare not do otherwise. We are answerable 
to Him and n>e must do it. If we did not we 
should not be found faithful, and it is required 
in Stewards that they be found faithful. Outside 
of the Church you know of those who call the 
Sacrament a recollection of Christ's death. It 
is so. But it is much more. Man may make a 
recollection. God only can give a Sacrament 
No wonder then that the so-called ministers of 
dissenting conmiunities say that all that they 
have to offer is a recollection of Christ's death. 
It i« all that they have to offer. The stewards 
of Christ's mysteries have the Sacrament of His 
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Body entrusted to them by Him who commis- 
sioned them, and they offer you the Bread of 
Life. 

Oh, Men and Brethren, see in all this your great 
and abiding safeguard. It is not human capa- 
city, or human talent, or human energy, that 
you rely on when you depend upon the ministry 
of the Church. It is on Him who gives the 
mysteries rather than on those who dispense 
them. And if they who are entrusted with them 
neglect their duty, you have the remedy in your 
own hands, the prevailing remedy of prayer, of 
prayer which Qt)d will never leave unanswered; 
and believe me in that if there be one thing 
wanted to rouse into new life the ministry of 
the Church of our own day, it is that all her 
Laiiy should with one heart and one mind per- 
severe in the prayer of their Advent Collect for the 
ministers and stewards of the mysteries. Oh, in 
your private prayers offer that prayer daily, 
and Gop will take care that the blessings of the 
ministry shall be showered upon you. Amen. 



The "Feast that Cometh.'* 

(FOUBTK SVKDAT IN ADTXNT.) 

BY REV. E. H. BLYTH, M.A. 

(Vicar of Eammentnith.) 



Acts xym. 21. 
** I most by all means keep this feast tiiat cometh." 

Many thoughts seem to crowd together upon us 
to-day, each of them so claiming our earuest atten- 
tion, and asserting itself so prominently, either in 
the day's services, or in the week's coming festivals, 
that it is no easy task for the preacher to present 
them all before you. At hand is the great festival, 
for whose glad summons our Church prepares us 
so well to-day, when she reminds us of the nature 
of all true joy. " Rejoice in the Lord alway, and 
^^ again I say rejoice;" thus teaching us, that 
gloominiess and melancholy are no part of that 
religion, which was, as at this time, so gloriously 
heralded by those pure and happy spirits, who 
" always behold the face of our Father which is 
^^ in Heaven." At hand also is the succession of 
No. 4. 
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holy days, when we are reminded of those who 
" counted not their lives dear unto themselves," 
when called to live and die for His sake, who 
became incarnate for them. Added to these, are 
thoughts suggested by the solemn ordination 
season, other labourers having been to-day 
commissioned and sent forth by the Lord of 
the Harvest, and who have given themselves to 
work for him, through evil report and good report, 
a ministry and a responsibility which end only 
with life ; — crowding again upon this is the 
remembrance of a waning year ; the opportunities 
and responsibilities, and mercies, and sins of which 
are so soon to be enrolled among the records of a 
by-gone eternity. And lastly, there is sounded 
to-day the Church's last Advent call, " the Lord 
" is at hand," as though bidding us to carry away 
that one thought to temper, but not to quench 
our Christmas festivity, and to remind us that 
our joy in His past coming is only so far real, as 
it prepares us to rejoice in His coming again. 

But, nevertheless, among these varied calls 
upon our attention to-day, one seems to stand 
first. There is a keeping of Christmas which 
even a nominal Christianity imposes, the world 
has its own Christmas customs, mostly very 
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harmless^ perhaps, but often times very Christleas 
also ; — and the Church of Christ keeps her Christ- 
mas, and faithful hearts kindle ag^ain their waning 
faith and love in her joyous services of praise and 
thanksgiving — and thus are acted over again the 
facts of the Gospel narrative. The world goes 
on its way to and from the festival, regardless 
alike of the presence or absence of the infant 
Saviour, while the humble and loving heart has 
learnt that lesson so full of joy and peace, that 
though like His parents of old, we may fail to 
find Christ '^ among our kinsfolk and acquaint- 
" ance," yet we shall most surely " find Him in 
"the Temple." It is in order to help you, 
brethren, thus to find Him for yourselves, that I 
would press upon you the resolution of the text. 
It was to no outward or merely formal observance 
of the great Jewish feast, when the Apostle so 
anxiously hastened Up to Jerusalem, but with the 
fervent desire of one whose very soul r^oiced in 
" the plenteousness of God's House" And so in 
a like spirit, does the Christian resolve, with a 
heart already prepared, and an earnest faith that 
he will not be sent empty away — " I must by all 
" means keep this feast that cometh." 
But how keep it ? We often lose, I believe^ a 
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large part of the benefit of such seasons as this^ 
because we do not attempt to make them real to 
ourselves. We commemorate the facts of our 
Saviour's life and death, but it is a commemoration 
only — there is no attempt on our part to go back, 
as it were, in mind to time and place, and to make 
the whole pass in review before us, realizing thus 
our own interest in it, and how vast a bearing it 
has, or ought to have upon ourselves. Let us go 
back, then, for a moment, to the little town of 
Bethlehem, back through the eighteen centuries 
which have passed away, and watch the arrivals of 
numerous travellers, pressing forward to secure 
what accommodation they might The decree of 
the Roman Cessar, over-ruled as to the exact time 
by the Providence of God, has brought together 
a vast multitude, each man to his own city, or to 
the birthplace of his family, to be taxed and en- 
rolled as belonging there. The best that the 
little town could give, was doubtless at the disposal 
of the wealthier arrivals, while the unusual de- 
mands for accommodation drove the poorer and 
later comers to find shelter where they might. 
It may have been, as on this evening, a day or 
two before the event which was there to happen, 
and to change the destinies of the world, that a 
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humble pair arrived. True they were " of the 
" House and lineage of David," but the glory of his 
royal line had long since passed away, and there is 
nothing to mark the arrival of her whom all after 
generations were to call blessed. There is no 
room in the inn ; every place is already occupied 
— she knows that the time of which she has been 
so mysteriously warned, is at hand; but the stable 
and its manger is the only shelter. There they 
must take refuge from the winter nights — there 
she must find a cradle for Him who was to " reign 
"over the house of Jacob for ever; " there she 
must contrive the first audience chamber for the 
Koyal child, " Whose kingdom only is an ever- 
" lasting Kingdom, and Whose dominion shall be 
" even unto the end." No wonder then that Pilate, 
who had known of the humble life which followed 
this humble birth, if not the events of the birth 
itself, should have asked in astonished incredulity 
— " Art Thou a king then ? " Yes, He is a King : 
and perhaps in this very fact, is the main hindrance 
to our right keeping of ** this feast that cometh." 
It is not the humbleness of that lowly birth that 
now offends the Christian, as of old it did the 
Jew — we can conceive of His being found in 
fashion as a man, the poorest of the poor ; we 
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can understand His coming to visit us, at this 
time, " in great humility" — we find no stumbling 
block in the doctrine that He whom we worship 
died a shameful death — " the just for the unjust ;" 
— the diflSculty is in surrendering ourselves, body, 
soul, and spirit, to bow in self-renunciation before 
Christ the King, As a writ^er of our own Church 
pays, ^* the hard sentence to the world is not, the 
" world's iniquity was laid upon His Head, but 
" ^ the Government shall be upon His shoulder,' " 
it is the surrendering our own evil hearts, and 
corrupt affections, that His throne may be set up 
within us, it is the bringing every thought into 
subjection to the obedience of Christ, that is so 
hard and so unpalatable to the unrenewed will of 
man. 

Here, then, is our first preparation for Christ- 
mas: let us each endeavour that our hearts may 
be made ready, a meet and holy throne for the 
coming Saviour ; no outward welcome can ever 
be so acceptable to Him, as this inward prepared- 
ness, no gathering together of friends, however 
dear, or however long severed from us, can make 
a Christmas, if Christ remain uninvited — no gift 
or offering, if this sacrifice of the heart be wanting, 
can give any value to such a resolution as the 
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Apostles ^^ I mast by all means keep this feast 
" that cometh." 

But more than this — there are many other 
ways in which we may carry oat the thoaght 
saggested by the text, many which will at once 
occar to yon — ^sachas a large-hearted remembrance 
of Christ's poor, and little ones, a " dealing of 
oar bread to the hungry," and *' covering the 
naked with a garment," denying ourselves some 
thing that we may offer it to the infant Saviour. 

But there is one way above all others in which 
we should keep this feast that cometh. — It is no 
time for remarking upon the manner in which the 
invitation to our Master's feast is commonly re- 
ceived, nor shall I at present enlarge on the sad 
fact, that many who attend the evening services 
in our Churches, fear not to absent themselves 
when Christ bids them approach Him nearer. 

It is no time for such sad thoughts ; I would 
be thankful that there are those among us whose 
joy will be heightened^ and not marred, by a 
Christmas remembrance of the Body which was 
once broken, and the Blood once shed for them. 

I would rest content with inviting all here 
to-day, whose age permits it, not merely to be 
among the Christmas guests of our Lord and 
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Master, but to begin from this time forv^ard a 
devout and regular receiving of the mysteries of 
that Holy Feast. There we believe in an especial 
sense His Presence still lingers ; there we shall 
surely find Him, there is the spring and source of 
a joy and peace, which will far outlive the season 
— a peace which the world cannot take away from 
us, — a joy with which " no stranger can inter- 
" meddle." 

But once more. — While we thus resolve with 
the Apostle, by all means, and with our whole 
hearts " to keep this feast that qometh" — there is 
one thought, before mentioned, to be carried with 
us into its celebration. 

If in our remembrances of His first coming, it 
is true to-day to say " The Lord is at hand" — the 
words acquire a far deeper significance, a far 
weightier meaning to us who know that they must 
yet again be fulfilled. The last Sunday in Advent 
seems to gather into itself the voices. of all the 
other three, as it brings before us in those few 
but startling words, the Church's last summons 
to a joyful preparation. — I say a joyful preparation, 
because the whole of to-day's Epistle is a summons 
to joy, and hope, and thanksgiving. " Rejoice in 
" the Lord alway, and again I say rejoice, let your 



56 

^^ moderation'' i. e. Christian character and gentle- 
ness, ^^ be known unto all men. The Lord is at 
" hand." 

Who would not be persuaded into a right and 
devout keeping of this feast that cometh, did we 
all indeed believe this ? " At hand," not merely 
to the waiting and believing heart — " at hand," 
not merely to them that look for Him — " at hand" 
not merely after a spiritual manner, as He has 
ever been to His Church, but " very nigh even at 
" the door," so nigh that the ear of faith may 
even now catch the sound of our Master's chariot 
wheels ; so nigh that the eye of faith, as each 
Christmas comes round, can see more and more 
distinctly the brightening of the eternal dawn. 
You and I may not be alive to see it come, but 
the fact remains — it is ours to watch for, to pray 
for, and henceforth more resolutely to prepare for. 
The Scriptures very seldom bid us to watch and 
prepare for our own last end — there is a far higher 
motive to repentance and faith in Christ than the 
death hour or the death struggle. The coming 
of Christ, "the blessed hope of His glorious 
" appearing," is again^ and^again^the joyous yet 
warning note sounded by the inspired writers. 
And this, as Christ's ministers, is to-day our 
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simple but most earnest message to you, and to 
ourselves — " The Lord is at hand." 

Nor is this any ordinary assurance : I believe 
that He is at hand ; and what if another Christmas 
should find Him come ! what if the night which 
has so long been far spent, should yield, ere another 
Christnftis, to the Eternal Day. Are we watching 
thereunto ? Are our lamps burning ? Will our 
souls welcome the summons " Behold the Bride- 

** groom Cometh ?" God knoweth Meanwhile 

let us go our way, and " keep this feast that 
" Cometh," rejoicing alway, because " rejoicing in 
" the Lord:' 

If ours be the Christian's joy, if our hearts be 
ready, or earnestly desiring to be ready to become 
His Throne — if we are cultivating " the mind that 
" was also in Christ Jesus" — above all if we are 
watching for Him " with all prayer^ and mppli- 
" cation in the Spirif — then we may go our way 
and celebrate His first coming in that His wondrous 
humility, and even should His second coming 
surprise us in the midst of the feast. He Himself 
will " come in to us, and sup with us, and we with 
" Him." 
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Good Tidings of Great Joy. 

(Christmas Day.) 
BY THE REV. ARTHUR MOZLE^Y, M.A., 

(Incumbent of S, Peter^Sy Great WindmiU Street^ Haymm^kei.) 



S. Luke ii. 10. 



" And the angel said unto them, Fear not^, for behold I bring yon 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people." 

Every kind of life we know and are conscious of, 
soon droops and falls to decay, if left to itself. 
It needs fresh vigour imparted to it, or it passes 
away into unknown regions of darkness and of 
death. The fire of our own life is wholly occupied, 
even day by day, in replenishing itself, and yet with 
all our labour that fire at length goes out. The 
world itself is ever growing old and wants fresh 
life imparted to it. - The world had indeed grown 
very old ; the grasp of death, with the poison 
of sin and decay corrupting all the nations 
of mankind, lay heavy on it; at the time when 
the Gospel of Christ was first enacted and then 
No. 5. 
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preached. We thus keep each year, amid joy and 
holy greetings, a great festival day of new life, in 
commemoration of the Nativity of Christ. All 
seem to hail this day with strange agreement of 
heart, from a consciousness that amid much in 
human nature which is drooping and failing, we 
have a witness now to a great revival — a revival 
planted deep and sure at the very root and foun- 
tain of our whole being. Christ is our new life. 
He is born to-day and we hold our birth-day 
with Him. In strange and simple grandem* is 
the scene of Bethlehem laid before us. The 
words of the Gospel are merely descriptive, leav- 
ing it to the mind, the heart, and the imagina- 
tion of all ages and people to fill out the picture, — 
that of a new human life springing up in its germ 
out of an old decaying world. We see here the 
great fulfilment of many a simple familiar type 
in nature and in personal experience. It has 
also been brought home to us in its speaking 
simplicity by the genius of art ; for what may 
almost be called " An inspiration of painting", 
has been devoted by the most sublime artists of 
the world to the representation of the Holy 
Family. 
It is a veiy solemn thought, my brethren, how 
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we ourselves should this day approach the scene 
of Bethlehem. Put aside all earthly distinctions 
of outwal-d life or intellectual acquirements, that 
our text may apply to all with equal force, though 
the men it immediately pictures are simple and 
unlearned shepherds keeping watch over their 
flocks by night. In the contemplation of Heaven's 
mysteries air earthly distinctions are but as the 
gentlest rippling of water or the grain of sand 
on the surface of the great globe with its con- 
tinents and oceans. 

My brethren, you are these shepherds in the 
field, and you have a message sent you this day, 
announcing the mysterious truth of the World's 
New Birth — you are directed to the scene of it as a 
8ign or witness to yourselves, and that you in 
turn may be witnesses to all around, of the reality 
of this new life. Who tells you ? who calls your 
attention to it ? An angel. The Glory of the 
Lord shines round about all of us this day. A 
strange pause of worldly business is apparent at 
this time all around us, as though a mysterious 
Imsh had warned every shop, every mart, every 
mill, every exchange, every workshop to be silent. 
Were we not accustomed to Christmas day we 
should be in a sense " sore afraid ", for nothing 
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more thrills the heart than a sudden pause or 
stoppage of all sound or movement which we can 
in no way account for. And in the midst of this 
pause an angel calls you — a messenger from 
another life and another world than your own. 
Such are the credentials and claims of God's 
messengers at all times. If realized this is an 
awfiil thought. Ghostly forms, spirits, voices from 
the vast unseen terrify man's natural heart; the 
thought of them, the bewildered fancy that con- 
jures them before the imagination, turn the face 
pale, agitate the whole frame. 

The Shepherds were " sore . afraid," but this 
Messenger from Heaven calmed all fear by the 
first words he uttered. The human mind, I sav, 
naturally apprehends the idea of ghostly visitors. 
Many have been the superstitions and terrors 
founded on this, but here was the fulfilment of all 
such instinctive faith in unseen beings. We know 
how actual facts and real things cast out the fear 
and trembling that have hung about their vague 
anticipations. All fear now vanished, and the 
Angel proclaimed indeed a great, a saving, a 
joyous fact. He caught their minds and atten- 
tion, soothed all the tremblings of fear, and 
aroused in tlieir place the desire, equally natural 
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to the human mind, of hearing iMfm^. News is 
ever watched for with an ardent curiosity which 
shows how the thoughts of men love to stretch 
forth their searching feelers into other regions, 
and in this case other worlds, than their own. 
" 1 bring you good tidings of great joy." News 
may sadden,* and in this alternative consists much 
of the excitement connected with the thought of 
news. What a thought, amid the common paths 
of earth, for neros to come from Heaven ! and 
good tidings ! great joy ! Joy to ycm^ the Angel 
said, personally addressing these humble shep- 
herds as really as by God's merciful aid I am 
now addressing you. And not you only, the 
Angel, as it were, said. You are a portion of what 
is meant in those large words ^* All People," the 
human race, the great femily of man — so great 
in its whole, so real in each separate member. 
This is the Christian message addressed to the 
Church as a great united family, but especially 
appealing to the freedom, the independence, the 
personal responsibility, and the single life of 
each individual. ^ 

The Angel then pictures the scene of Bethle- 
hem, the Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, as 
being the germ, the fountain, from which should 
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come forth all this future joy to the whole world 
in the great stream of time ; and forthwith, in 
harmony with wh^t I have just said, the single 
voice of the Angel who had spoken this was 
mingled with a vast company of the Heavenly 
Host in one great union of praise to God and joy 
to man. '^ Glory to God in the highest, and on 
" earth peace good-will toward men." 

And now let us accompany these shepherds 
to Bethlehem, and as in imagination we gaze 
on that scene with them, upon this, its great 
world-wide-kept anniversary, let us suggest a 
few reflections as to what these good tidings 
mean. 

In that scene before us we behold the sweet 
harmony between the Old and New Testaments, 
we see the fulfilment of many an ancient pro- 
phecy, the realization of all God's olden promises 
r— types, figures, governments, ceremonial law. 
Prophet, Priest, and King of old seen by human 
eye in their perfect growth, for it was in the fulness 
of time God sent His Son into the world — Jew 
and Gentile were no longer separated, for a clear 
light shone forth, equalizing the gift and the 
knowledge of alL Every peasant henceforth be- 
comes a philosopher. We see in that stable of 
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Bethlehem an earnest of God's love ; perfect 
reconciliation with the Father ; and we see also 
the power bestowed on man by this union with 
the nature of God Himself. 

This surely then is a day of rejoicing, for it 
combines in one all the occasions for which men 
commonly keep holy day. Good news has come, 
brought by a most sacred and brilliant ambassa- 
dor—a Prince is bom to us— a victory has been 
won over the spirit of evil — ^peace is proclaimed 
— our desires are satisfied, for the " desire of all 
nations" has come — ^liberty is recovered — ^there 
is health to the sick — a friend has arrived ; oppor- 
tune relief has come in distress. The world has 
had its long dark night, the morning star has 
arisen and the day-spring from on high — new 
life has come, this is the birth-day of the world 
and the birth-day in each one of us of that 
spiritual existence which will survive the grave, 
and grow up under the sunshine of heaven to 
eternal glory in them that believe and are sanc- 
tified. 

And how keep so holy a day ? I say the world 
recognizes this day as a holy day by a common 
consent not given to others. And here is its 
danger to many around us. That which all the 
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world keeps may sink into a worldly custom in 
the evil sense of that word, and as regards its 
practical observance, its true grace and spirit, 
may be lost. 

The joy of Christmas is indeed a joy i;hat 
spreads over all our being, our friendships with 
others, and every association of life. It is an 
outward and visible joy, rightly productive of all 
marks and signs that denote a time of festival. We 
try to enjoy at once^ so far as may be, the common 
blessings and delights which the coming of the 
Saviour of Man will eventually bring to all man- 
kind. We give up for one day many a barrier that 
separates mankind into its varied lots and for- 
tunes of high and low estate, rich and poor. We 
all, by custom and by instinctive will, make the 
joy of Christmas to be marked by universal hos- 
pitality and gifts. But are all other thoughts to 
be lost in the joy of the creature, in material 
gratification or excitement? Is Christmas to be 
heralded only by the huge display of meat and 
drink? Are fat beasts, the poulterer's shops, 
barrels of beer, the festive song and dance, to be 
the chief accompaniments which mark the cele- 
bration of so holy a day ? Christmas to many is 
rendered almost hateful by the wide-spread in* 
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temperance that debases the sonl of men jnst 
when its highest glory and exaltation is being 
commemorated. 

It is the joy of praise, of adoration, of peace, 
of mutual love, of a tender binding together of 
all true sympathies and longings, heart with 
heart, that we should now be lifted up with. A 
gentle feeling should this day creep over all our 
senses and our consciousness of life, telling us that 
the purity, the love, the ineffable sweetness of the 
Infant Jesus, speak to and spread themselves 
around our own true life and being. We should 
strive by earnestness of devotion in God's House to 
feel that the infant life of the Saviour is with us 
through the divine presence vouchsafed by Otoi 
to this Church. Cheerfulness, lightness of heart, 
the innocence of childhood, should be with us 
this day, alike at God's altar, in the multitude 
of those who sing in our Churches " Glory to 
" God in the highest, peace good-will to man", 
and round the social hearth. The emblems of 
perpetual verdure and life in Church and at 
home, should remind us of a life born this 
day that will never die. We should greet one 
another with a holy welcome ; sing aloud and 
from the heart the Christmas song which we 
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have learned from the Angels in Heaven, and 
be in heart and soul one with each other, both 
before God and man, for " this is the day the 
" Lord hath made, let ns rejoice and be glad 
" therein." 

In conclusion, what can each of you do in 
harmony with the Angels message of our text ? 
We know how, and with what rapidity, any good 
news that interests us is spread abroad — most 
lengthened strides, most eager flight are made 
to be the emblems of rumour — the wings of Fame 
are the constant . theme of the Poet. Spread 
abroad then the news, this day given, with all the 
zeal and vigour of a personal interest most vital 
and eternal. Let the true message of the Gos- 
pel shine forth in your daily life, in your words, 
your whole bearing and conversation before the 
world and your example of* one striving in all he 
does to give " Glory to God in the highest," 
and show forth the power of ^^ peace and good- 
"will to men." Are you fathers or mothers, or 
are you placed in any positron of influence and 
responsibility, live and act in your families, your 
households, your places of business, your resorts 
for all the common occasions and recreations of 
life, as though good tidings, cheerful and glad in 
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their nature, filled your own heavt and booI, and 
must needs shine forth from out of this abund- 
ance, over the lives and spirits of those over 
whom or among whom God has placed you. And 
beyond your immediate home or personal respon- 
sibilities, you may and should do some work in 
God's Church to spread, in steady and even growth, 
the glad tidings of the Gt)spel. Think, each one 
for him or herself, what opportunities you have 
to let this light shine from you. I do not mean 
by wild or excited declamation, but by quiet 
loving ministration, founded on that sweetness of 
the Infant Jesus to-day gazing as it were into 
our very eyes. Gifts and opportunities are most 
various, but all can do something as workers in 
God's Church, — whether it be connected with the 
spread of the Gospel in distant lands, the wor- 
ship and service of God and the honour of the 
Temple at home, or with personal good offices, of 
teaching, of relieving, of comforting the poor 
and His little ones, or the ignorant, the way- 
ward, the fallen. Let not Christmas hospitali- 
ties have but one meaning— let it apply to every 
means by which comfort, and light, and happi- 
ness, and a hope of the future may be imparted 
by one soul to another. The spread of glad 
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tidings, of comfort, joy, and hope, is the highest 
act recorded of Angels from Heaven, as to-day 
so vividly teaches us, and let it also be the aim the 
hmnble aspiration, the earnest and jojrful work of 
all those who, still on earth, would do God's will 
here, as it is done in Heaven. 



Life and Death of St Stephen. 

(SUXOAT AFTER CHRISTMAS DaY.) 

BY REV. A. CAZENOVE, 

{VicaT of a, MarVi, RagaU.) 



Acts vi. 8. 

'* And St«^phen, full of faith and power, did gpreat wonders and 
miracles amongf tlie people." 

Acts vii. 69 60. 

" And they stoned Stephen, calling npon God, and saying, Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit. And he kneeled down, and cried with a 
loud voice. Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.'* 

There are few scenes either in sacred or profane 
history, more touching than that which is related 
concerning the First Martyr, S. Stephen, in the 
sixth and seventh chapters of the Acts of the 
Apostles/ In the life and death of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ we have the culmination of that vivid 
interest with which the Gospel history abounds. 
That divine life is the centre of a large circle of 
lines from which the Christian may extract many 
a useful lesson for the guidance of his own daily 
pilgrimage. Our Lord's life is no solitary light 
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shining through the impenetrable mass of dark- 
ness, but rather the brighter light of that group 
of Christian apostles and martyrs, whose influ- 
ence is certain to be felt throughout every age of 
the Church's history and wherever the sound of 
the Gospel penetrates. 

The glorious company of the Apostles, the 
goodly fellowship of the Prophets, and the 
noble army of Martyrs, — these all praise God, 
and in their praises, as by their lives, they mould 
and fashion the characters of all earnest Chris- 
tians, after the mould of that great Light in 
whose track they have followed. Of this glori- 
ous company there stands out one whose history 
is brought before us in the services of this 
Christmas tide. To his life and character I wish 
now to draw your attention. 

I. Of that early life we know but little. But 
the sacred historian tells us that he was selected 
as one of the seven deacons, being a man full 
of faith and of the Holy Ghost. And from this I 
think we may assume that he was one who had 
been known to the Apostles for some time at 
least, as a true servant of the living God, and 
as a staunch adherent of that beloved Saviour 
who had so lately ascended to His Father. So that 
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it was no sudden burst of spiritual life which 
made him so prominent after his regular appoint- 
ment to the diaconate. His heart had long 
yearned for some participation in that great war- 
fare which had already commenced. Like a brave 
and zealous soldier he had been ready for the 
battle. But he patiently awaited the signal and 
the command. 

Here is a useful lesson for many of us in this 
age. How many young and ardent spirits are 
there amongst us, who are waiting like Stephen 
to take their part in the public warfare of the 
Christian Churchy and who are tempted to anti- 
cipate the appointed times of Gtod's providence, 
and the regulations of that service to which they 
belong. What does this history say to them? 

Wait patiently till God opens out to you the 
fitting opportunity. Prepare yourself in the 
meanwhile by internal discipline and restr^tint for 
your great battle with the external world, and 
then, believe me, you will not have long to 
wait. The long-cherished desire of your heart 
will be fulfilled. Like Stephen you will be called 
out of your quiet privacy to do the work of God 
in a more direct and stirring way. May all like 
him be toll of faith and the Holy Ghost I For 
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these; dear bretbren, are essential qualities for 
success in tbat great work to whicb Stephen and 
sucb men are called, and these are the qualities 
which we must strive to seek for and to cultivate 
if we are anxious to take our part in the Chris- 
tian warfare. A living faith in our risen Lord, 
the sanctifying influence of the Holy Spirit of 
our God — these too are the qualities of heart 
which best fit us to die a Christian's death. 

Stephen's ministerial life was very short. No 
sooner was he appointed than he tasted the bitter 
cup of persecution and of slander. He is accused 
of blasphemy. Shall he avoid the charge or 
boldly meet it ? must have been a thought that 
darted across his mind. He meets it boldly 
and powerfully, — ^boldly, for he was full of faith, 
— powerfully, for he was guided by the Holy 
Ghost. The Cross of Christ was the standard 
under which he had vowed to fight, and the 
preaching of that Cross was the cause of his 
martyr's death. "They stoned Stephen," ac- 
counting the truth of God as blasphemy, and 
meeting out to the faithful preacher the doom 
of a common malefactor. 

My Christian brethren, I cannot jiass over this 
page of history without being reminded of the 

E 
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many instances which have since occurred where 
preaching of truth has been attended with 
persecution, often from those very persons who 
profess to love it most. And I think we all need 
to guard ourselves from that spirit of persecution 
which is one of the elements of man's unregen- 
erated nature. Those who stoned Stephen no 
doubt thought that they were doing Grod's service. 
One of those who held the clothes of the wit- 
nesses, was the Apostle St. Paul, then Saul the 
persecutor of Christianity. 

And remember too that a cold and hard in- 
difference, where there should be warmth and 
reality, is not very far removed from that 
persecution which is more violent, but perhaps 
in that respect less deadly and effective. 

Stephen's life then is ended — his mission is 
closed. How did he end it ? In prayer. And 
the prayer was twofold. Lord Jesus receive my 
spirit, that was his first petition. He had seen 
Christ with the eye of faith, standing at God's 
right hand. He had acknowledged him as God 
and now he commends to Him that spirit which 
was about to leave its earthly tenement. So far 
his own work was accomplished, but he could not 
leave it there, and thence there follows as in t^ie 
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case of his great example, a prayer for hi» 
murderers, " Lord, lay not this sin to their charge." 
And having thus prayed he " fell asleep," for 
death is but a sleep to the Christian, whose hopes 
are in Heaven; and who dies to wake again to life 
in the morning of the resurrection. 

Butlittle need be saidas to Stephen's character. 
It stands out from the picture of his life — clear 
and defined. Humble he must have been, for 
nothing but the deepest humility could have kept 
down that burning and fiery spirit, which soared 
for a place of usefulness in that earthly kingdom, 
which is the Church militant here in earth. 
Faithful we know him to haVe been, for the 
Bible makes special mention of that great quality 
of the heart, which the Holy Spirit directs and 
animates,butdoes not arbitrarily implant. Loting 
he must have been, for what but love for Christ 
and the souls of Christ's people, could have led 
him to brook the danger in which such a speech 
as his necessarily placed him? Obedient^ for 
having once received his mission he dared not 
disobey the heavenly call. And last of all, full 
of hope for the future, as testified by his readi- 
ness to yield up his spirit, though death to him 
was so sudden and unexpected, and in the agony 
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of the last expiring moment, forgiving^ as wit- 
nessed in those striking words, which may well 
be written with a pen of iron on our hearts, 
" Lord, lay not this sin to their charge." My 
Christian brethren, I would fain dwell for a few 
'moments on these noble characteristics, (and 
before we gather round that Holy Table,) most 
especially on that one to which we last referred, 
the forgiving and loving spirit of this first 
. Christian martyr. 

I take it that the whole essence of real 
Christianity is concentrated here. There cannot 
be spiritual life where there is no forgiving spirit; 
where there is the presence of hard uncharitable 
feelings ; where there rests the unconquered spirit 
of the devil. The commonest illustration will 
prove this. 

How can we say the Lord's Prayer in sincerity 
except we are prepared to forgive all others their 
trespasses. Nay, more, is it not a mockery to 
utter that prayer at all, if we have allowed the 
spirit of an unforgiving temper a resting-place 
in our heart ? Far above all other lessons would 
I place this, the leading feature in the death of 
S. Stephen ; the great counterpart of .that other 
death, even of the Bedeemer himself, whose 
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language of love* 'none can forget — "Father 
" forgive them for they know not what they do." 
It is the hardest lesson of our Christian life : 
you must all have felt that. To some one who 
loves us it is easy indeed, but to forgive and to 
seek the good of those who persecute us, who 
cast the first stone at us, who nail us in agony to 
the cross of pain and torture, oh ! this is a far 
different thing ! this is a trial of faith and of 
love, and none can attain unto it except by the 
grace of that Holy Spirit, the Comforter, whom 
Christ has sent to fill His place. And if we 
have learnt this lesson of a forgiving love, for 
Christ's sake, the others will follow easily, nay, 
they are comprehended in it. There cannot be 
real love without faith and hope. The first step 
towards forgiving love, is to realise our own 
sinfulness and our own shortcomings, and our 
own great need of a Saviour's mercy, and a 
Father's tenderness. Then we shall learn to 
look at others, not with reference to their short- 
comings and weaknesses, but to those elements of 
good of which few are entirely destitute ; and 
thus step by step we shall be helping them in 
their spiritual advancement, by giving them 
credit for tiiat which is good. We shall be pro- 
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moting in every one a feeling of self-respect, 
which is the first step of a renewed life. On 
the other hand, if once we allow ourselves, or 
foster in others a feeling of indifference and 
negligence, we are on the brink of a downward 
course. This is one aspect of love. The highest 
form of it is in Christian forgiveness. It is the 
brightest jewel in the Christian crown.. It was 
that which shed so bright a lustre over the dying 
moments of the martyr Stephen. 

And that glory, dear brethren, may be yours 
and mine, only let us strive now to cultivate the 
spirit of it. Stephen was called away very 
suddenly and yet he was ready at once to exercise 
that forgiveness towards others, which he ex- 
pected from his Saviour himself. Where there 
is faith and penitence there will be, as I believe, 
a very large measure of mercy at the last great 
day. But most undoubtedly must we fulfil the 
conditions of our creed. One of those conditions 
as we have seen, has been incorporated by our 
Lord into His own prayer, " Forgive us our 
" trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
" against us." Stephen knew that prayer, he 
had realized its force. And so throughout every 
age of the Church's history, as oft as we read 
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the record of his life and death, it is not so 
much his faith, his boldness, his soaring hope 
of eternity, that we admire and cherish, as that 
last outpouring of the soul, prepared by the 
Holy Spirit's training, for a life with God — 
" Lord, lay not this sin to their charge." 
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S. LrKE II. 28, 29, 30. 

*' Then took he him np in his arms, and said, Lord, now lettest 
ThonThy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word, for mine 
eyes have seen Thy salvation." 

I would not anticipate the subjects proper to the 
feast of the purification, or presentation of our 
Lord in the temple, but yet I would to-day call 
your attention to part of the history of the holy 
Jew, Simeon. 

^' Behold there was a man in Jerusalem whose 
^^ name was Simeon, and the same man was just 
"and devout, waiting for the consolation of 
" Israel : and the Holy Ghost was upon him, and 
" it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost 
" that he should not see death, before he had seen 
« the Lord's Christ." 

Now it is highly probable that Simeon was not 
only thus honoured, as a private person, in re- 

No. 7. 
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ward for his own piety, but that we are to con- 
sider him as a representative man, acting, though 
he knew it not, on behalf of his nation. He may, 
or may not, have been in high estimation among 
his countrymen as a learned rabbi, the father of 
Gamaliel. This had little to do with it. God 
judges not as man judges, and, whether he was 
esteemed among his own countrymen or not, he 
was, in God's sight, a pattern Israelite, a sample 
of what all ought to have been, correct, exact, 
in fulfilment of the Law, but more than this, de- 
vout. In those evil times he had not given up 
hope, he had not taken up with any substitute 
for Christ, or adopted any false view as to the 
nature of Messiah's kingdom, but he waited for 
the consolation of Israel. We are not told that 
he was old, but we cannot help picturing him to 
ourselves as very aged, and his hoar hairs made 
him all the more fitting as a representative of the 
Mosaic system, which was now old and ready to 
vanish away, having done its work. As he^ 
liberally and physically, discerned, acknowledged, 
embraced Christ; so the true Israel, the heart 
and kernel, the remnant of the nation, the 
church within the church, the really pious, did 
discern, did confess, did embrace the Messiah. 
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He speaks on behalf of the Mosaic system, when 
he says that he is dismissed in peace, released 
from his long service, in consequence of his see- 
ing the Saviour. The temple and the sacrifices, 
the feasts, the Jewish peculiarities, the Aaronic 
priesthood, the Sabbath, the shewbread, the veil, 
the altar of incense, the jubilee, the city of refuge, 
the scape goat, the passover — all these were to be 
now dismissed in peace, released from their long 
service, as having done their work in preparing 
for Christ. Simeon sings their nunc dimittis as 
well as his own. Observe, if this view is correct, 
how appropriate is the place where Simeon's song 
is uttered ; it is in the temple, in the very sanctuary 
of Judaism, that he bursts out with ^^ Lord, now 
"lettest thou thy servant depart in peace." 
What Simeon did, the whole Jewish nation should 
have done, e. e.j be content to vanish, (as far as 
their ritual was concerned), now Christ had 
come. He might have met the Holy Child else- 
where, but, no, God was pleased that this scene 
should take place in the temple, and nowhere 
else. He came by the Spirit into the temple. 

2. Next I ask you to observe the other utter- 
ance of Simeon, that in w. 34, 3d. ^^And 
^^ Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary His 
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" mother. Behold, This child is set for the fall 
"and rising again of many in Israel, and for 
" a sign which shall be spoken against ; (Yea 
" a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also) 
" that the thoughts of many hearts may be re- 
" vealed." He was still doubtless speaking under 
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, and therefore 
these words are God's own comment on the In- 
carnation. It is one of those frequent passages 
which are summaries. The Christ is laid as a 
stone. God sets Him on the earth and tries men 
by means of Him. The question is how will men 
regard Him; to some He will be a stumbling 
block, they will take offence at Him. On them 
He will avenge Himself, the stone, which they 
despised, will return upon them with overwhelm- 
ing power, will crush and grind them to powder. 
Some will have grace to discern that He is the 
foundation stone of God's providing, elect, pre- 
cious, and will proceed to build on Him, to make 
Him the foundation of every superstructure which 
they raise, to do nothing but what they can base 
on Him. This is part of what Simeon meant by 
^^ This child is set for the fall and rising again of 
" many in Israel." 
The proud will take offence at the meanness of 
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the circumstances of His birth, employment, &c. 
He shall be for their fall. The humble will dis- 
cern that He is the Saviour they needed, their 
Lord and their God. He shall be for their moral 
resurrection, for their elevation in the scale of 
being, for their recovery and restoration, for their 
" rising again." 

It is to be observed that, though it was a 
moment of such intense joy to Simeon, yet his 
auguries are rather of a sad sort. The child he 
blesses God for and embraces shall be for a sign, 
which shall be spoken against. These words 
were eminently true of Christ and His religion 
in early days, and indeed still the Saviour, His 
Church, His Word, are like a mark set on high, 
against which many level their attacks ; so are 
the thoughts of many hearts revealed, so are 
characters of all sorts brought out. " What 
"think ye of Christ?" is the critical question, 
and some see no beauty in Him, are indifferent, 
while others think no sacrifice too great to do 
Him honour, spend their best, and risk their 
lives in His service. 

3. Brethren, I would apply the case of Simeon 
to our own circumstances at the close of the 
year. I am addressing you for the last time this 
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year, and I would draw your attention to this 
subject, "Life prolonged in order that Christ 
" may be embraced." The life of Simeon was 
prolonged in order that He might embrace 
Christ. The life of Judaism, we may say, was 
prolonged in order that it might receive and em- 
brace the Saviour : and you, who are present to- 
day, your lives have been prolonged in order 
that you may embrace the Saviour, be able to re- 
joice in Him, claim your part in Him, sing a 
Nunc Dimittis before your God. 

Your lives have been prolonged throughout 
this year, preserved when others have been 
taken, quite as little likely to be summoned 
away as yourselves ; they have dropped beside 
you in the path of life, and you remain, " one 
"taken and another left." Again, your lives 
have been prolonged, when you yourselves were 
in danger, some dangers you may have known 
of, but no doubt you have often been in peril, 
when you knew it not. Many a trifle might 
have sent you out of the world, and hurried you 
to the bar of your judge. A slight neglect on 
the part of an engine driver, a false step here, a 
breath of wind more there, the throbbing of a 
pulse, the pressure of a point no bigger than a 
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pin's head : — ^but no, He has given His angels 
charge over you, your lives have been prolonged. 
And why? is the question I ask. Some may say 
to themselves, " I consider my life has been pro- 
" longed that I may complete that round sum 
"which I wish to transmit to my descendants : 
"had I died a year ago, my intention would have 
"been incomplete, I have now the satisfaction of 
" seeing the full amount made up ; if I were to 
" die to-morrow I should be worth so and so." Or 
you may be" inclined to say in your hearts, " my 
" life has been prolonged to enable me to win 
" that honour, attain that rank, to have it intro- 
" duced into my epitaph that I was so and so." 
But no, brethren, these and twenty other answers 
are all inadequate ; your life has been prolonged 
that you may do what Simon did, i. e.j 

1. Discern the all-importance of the Saviour. 
Though politics are engrossing, though literature 
is attractive, though sermons may be dull, 
churches cold, prayers full of repetitions, yet God 
grant you to feel, that herein, connected with this, 
in Christ and Him only, is the one thing needful, 
infinitely more important than anything else you 
have come across in life, even as that infant in 
the temple, the God-man, was beyond every matter 
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which Simeon in his long life had ever had to do 
with. 

2. Like Simeon, having felt this, confess it. 
Doubtless he knew that he should be despised, by 
swarms of dignified rabbies and learned scribes, 
for believing that the infant, which a poor couple 
presented along with a half-shekel and pair of 
doves, was the Messiah whom the nation yearned 
for. But he had found the pearl of great price, 
and the scorn of men was nothing to him, when 
he felt certain that he was enriched for ever. Be 
not you ashamed to avow the interest you take in 
religion, to let every one see that you wish to be 
governed by it in your office, as well as in your 
family, in public and professional employment, as 
well as in the house and the closet. 

3. Like Simeon, rest not till you can feel that 
you have attained your own personal share in this 
Saviour, that He was not only incarnate for men 
in general, but for you in particular. We read 
of Simeon, " then took he Him up in his arms;" 
the action was significant; he could not be content 
without lavishing love on, claiming a share in, 
handling, holding, presenting to God, Him whom 
he styled "salvation." If our feelings are too 
cold on such subjects, it is a sign that we have 
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embraced Christ only with the intellect, not with 
the affections, that we admit and do not care to 
controvert, rather than believe and love with all 
the heart and soul. 

4. Lastly, if like Simeon we do embrace, do 
love, then we shall, like him, be ready to depart. 
We shall feel life has answered its purpose, we 
liave not lived in vain, we have that with us and 
in us, which will carry us through death, which 
will not be wrenched from us by the grave, which 
shall be our passport, and land us safe in a better 
temple, a truer Jerusalem, more continuous wor- 
ship, than the old Jerusalem, and the old temple, 
ever afforded to Simeon. 

There are many topics on which I have not 
dwelt to-day, such as the several indications of the 
intervention of Providence, and fulfilment of pro- 
phesy, to be noticed in this portion of the sacred 
history. 

Simeon treats Mary as the only parent, assumes 
that only she will be present at her son's death, 
puts the lighting the Gentiles before the glorifying 
Israel, speaks mournfully of the Jews, in a way 
significant of the approaching ruin of the nation, 
'^or have I dwelt on the topic, that it was thus 
' signified to the holy family, that all things 
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were not to be festive, that the holy child must 
bring death to Bethlehem, anxiety to his guardian, 
a piercing sword to his mother. I have not dwelt 
on these things, because on this last night of the 
year, I wished to dwell on the one topic, " Life 
"prolonged, in order that Christ may be embraced" 
— I beseech you, think seriously to yourselves why 
your lives have been prolonged ; and, if you feel 
that you have not yet valued, confessed, embraced 
the Saviour, as you ought, pray that this year 
may not depart, without seeing you blessed like 
Simeon, blessed as you never yet have been. 



The Circumcision of the Spirit 
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Col. II. 11, 12. 

" In whom also ye are Circumcised with the Circumcision made 
without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by 
the Circumcision of Christ ; buried with Him in baptism, wherein 
also ye are risen with Him through the faith of the operation of 
Qod, who hath raised Him from the dead." 

There are few times more striking to a Christian 
than the commencement of a New Year. He is 
driven at once, by the force of outward circum- 
stances, to review the events of the past year, and 
to form hopes and resolutions for that on which 
he is about to enter. Many persons have therefore 
wondered that so important a season is scarcely 
noticed in our Book of Common Prayer, and have 
endeavoured to supply the want by unauthorised 
Services. Their intention in so doing cannot of 
course be blamed, What is chiefly censurable in 
their proceeding, is, that they did not look more 
thoroughly into their Church's Calendar. Had 
they done so, they would have observed that the 
No. 8 
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Chnrch has purposely separated the beginning of 
the Christian year, from that of the natural year. 
Four weeks before Christmas, she begins the 
Advent Season, and with it the circle of Christian 
Seasons, as though with the intention' that her 
children should have time for making up their 
accounts with God, without being distracted by 
the task of making up their accounts with their 
neighbours. And we can all see that the latter 
work may be more profitably set about, and more 
conscientiously performed, when the former more 
important work is done. 

Thus then, though the word New Year's Day 
appears not in the Calendar, and New Year's Eve 
is found only incidentally in a Rubric, the 
commencement of a New Year has not been left 
unnoticed. And we may well doubt, whether the 
most eloquent and pious of uninspired men could 
have devised a more suitable prayer for it, than that 
which we used on the first day of Advent, when 
we prayed " Almighty God to give us grace that 
" we might cast aw«ty the works of darkness, and 
"put upon us the armour of light, now in the 
" time of this mortal life, in which Thy Son Jesus 
" Christ came to visit us in great humility ; that 
" in the last day, when He should come again in 
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" His glorious Majesty to judge both the quick 
" and dead, we might rise to the life immortal." 
When therefore the first day of January comes 
round, the Church, observing that eight days have 
past since the day of our Lord's Nativity, desires 
that her congregations should meet together to 
celebrate His Circumcision. For by this legal 
Ceremony, He, who was above all law, subjected 
Himself to the Mosaic Law, and on the eighth 
day of His ministry, first shed His precious 
blood for man. And so important does she con- 
sider the occasion, that, in case there should 
be two Sundays between Christmas and Epi- 
phany, she desires that the Collect, Epistl^, and 
Gospel appointed for this day, should be used 
a second time, on the second of these Sundays, 
though they have already been used in the Church, 
a few days, or even the very day before. 

There never was a Covenant, either human or 
divine, ^which had not some form of initiation. 
Man does not enter into compact with his fellow 
man, until he has by some means tried the char- 
acter of him with whom he is about to connect 
himself. And so it is in regard to the Covenant 
between God and man. Jehovah made a covenant 
with Abraham, and confirmed it by submitting to 
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an oath (Heb. vi. 17) ; Abraham entered into a 
covenant with Jehovah, and confirmed it by 
enduring Circumcision (Gen. xvii. 9, 24.) This 
rite, whether then instituted for the first time, or 
already prevailing among other races of mankind, 
was enjoined upon Abraham's posterity as a 
divinely appointed ordinance. During those 
forty years of wandering in the wilderness, to 
which they were condemned (Num. xiv. 31—34,) 
this token was denied them (Josh. v. 5, 6) ; and 
they thus lay for the time under the sentence of 
God's displeasure (Gen. xvii. 14.) But they had 
no sooner entered with Joshua on the promised 
land, than that sentence was removed, the re- 
proach of Egypt rolled away (Jos. v. 9), and the 
sign of Circumcision restored. By it they were 
reminded of their title to an inheritance on earth 
(Gen. xvii. 8,) as Children of the Promise; 
and by it they were stimulated to seek the better 
country, which Abraham had already in part 
attained, in Paradise (Heb xi. 13 — 16). By it 
they were separated from other nations, and 
warned to walk as God's peculiar people (Deut, 
xiv. 2), laying aside "all filthiness and super- 
" fluity of naughtiness," (James i. 21), putting 
off the body of the sins of the flesh. 
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Thus did this humiliating rite remind the Jews 
of the innate corruption of the human race, from 
which they were selected. How then, it may well 
be asked, was it necessary for our Blessed Saviour, 
who had no lust of the flesh to mortify, no lust 
of the eyes to renounce, no pride of life to cast 
away, to undergo Circumcision ? Those who ask 
this question, might as well ask why He was born 
under the law, lived under the law, and, though 
without sin, died under the law ? It was doubtless 
for our sakes ; that He might for us fulfil all 
righteousness, even that required by the law, 
(Matt. V. 17, 18, iii. 15), of which this was the 
initiatory rite. S. Paul testifies that he who is 
circumcised, is a debtor to do the whole law (Gal. 
V. 3). Such a Debtor then did Jesus Christ become 
and fiiUy did He disch arge His debt. He attended 
the legal feasts at Jerusalem (Luke ii. 42) ; He 
worshipped in the temple ; He paid the tribute 
appointed for its maintenance (Matt. xvii. 24) ; 
and He sent the healed lepers to the Priests, to 
make the customary offerings (Luke xvii. 14). 
JN"or did He confine Himself to the observance of 
Mosaic institutions only : He honoured the feast 
of Dedication (John x. 22) ; He attended the 
worship of the Synagogue (Matt. xiii. 54) ; He 
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gave their due honour to the Scribes and Pharisees 
(Matt, xxiii. 2) ; and He submitted to the imper- 
fect Baptism of S. John (Matt. iii. 13 — 15). 
And while attending to the outward forms, He 
did not the less observe the weightier matters of 
the law, judgment, mercy and faith (Matt, xxiii. 
23) ; but obeyed to the utmost jot and tittle the 
perfect law of righteousness in the sight of Grod 
and man. 

As then our Lord, by performance of the 
Ceremonial law for us, rendered it no longer 
binding upon those whose representative He 
became; so by the Circumcision of His pure 
Body, He made it unnecessary for others to be 
so admitted into covenant with God (Gal. ii. 3, 12). 
In Him, as our text says, " we are circumcised 
" with a Circumcision made without hands, in 
" putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, 
" by the Circumcision of Christ." That this was 
the inward meaning of their outward rite, was 
seen by the Jews but darkly, and in a glass ; but 
to us it was made abundantly clear. And if Jews 
were expected to keep themselves pure, much 
more is that obligation incumbent upon us as 
Christians. 

Even Moses enforced upon the Jews the typical 
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signification of CircumciBioiiy sayings (Dent. x. 
16), " Circumcise the foreskin of your heart," 
and the Prophets at a later day spoke still more 
plainly. And yet at the same time no Jew was 
allowed to dispense with the outward ordinance, 
on the ground of his fulfilment of the inward 
meaning. He among the sons of Abraham who 
remained uncircumcised was threatened with the 
death of that body which he had thus refused 
to mortify (Gten. xvii. 14) ; " That soul shall be 
" cut off from my people, he hath broken my 
" Covenant." And yet, when Christ had fiilfiUed 
the law this sign was put aside, together with 
the other shadows of the Law ; as we may see 
from S. Paul's indifference about the Circumcision 
of Timothy, his strenuous opposition to that of 
Titus, and his strong remonstrance with the 
GkJatians who were disposed to subject themselves 
by that rite to the Ceremonial Law (Acts xvL 3., 
Gal. ii. 3, v. 2.) 

But it was clearly with no view of relaxing 
the necessity of holiness on the part of Christ's 
people that they were emancipated from Circum- 
cision. There is no moral duiy in the whole 
Law, as our Saviour shewed in the Sermon on 
the Mount, which is not to be observed by the 
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Christian more scrupulously than by the Jew. 
In fact the Circumcision of the heart, as St Paul 
says (Rom. ii. 29), that is the mortifying of corrupt 
affections, the denial of self, and the subjection 
of the will to God, is the Christian's lifelong 
duly. 

It is not then likely that this would be the 
case, without the substitution of some initiatory 
rite in the place of Circumcision. Of such a rite 
our Saviour spoke, in a shadowy manner, when 
in His discourse with Nicodemus, He said first, 
" Except a man be born again. He cannot see the 
Kingdom of God," and then more explicitly, 
" Except a man be born of Water and of the 
" Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
*^ Gk)d, (John ii. 3, 5.) And when He had finished 
His course, and there was no need for reserve, 
He commanded His Disciples in the plainest 
terms (Mat xxviii. 19) ^' Go ye into all Nations 
" baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
*^ of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. He that 
^' believeth and is baptized, shall be saved, and 
^' he that believeth not, shall be damned (Mark 
XV. 18.) These words seem surely to imply as 
strong a necessity for the Baptism of Christians as 
for the Circumcision of Jews (Gen. xvii. 14), and 
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as severe a punishment in case of neglect, not 
in this World only, but in the world to come. 
(John iii, 5). And indeed it is no arbitrary 
decree which excludes the unbaptized from the 
Kingdom of God : but a simple impossibility. — 
For how can those who are partakers of the 
guilt of Adam become members of God's King- 
dom, except by the redemption that Christ has 
wrought for them ? or how, so far as Christ has 
revealed His will, partake of that redemption, ex- 
cept by the method which alone has been ap- 
pointed by our Lord ? Lest therefore any should 
fail in obtaining that regenerating grace, which 
in life should fit them for God's service, in death 
for His eternal Kingdom, the primitive Church, 
and our Church after its example, has seen fit 
to administer Baptism even to unconscious 
Infants, for the washing away of the sin of their 
nature. (Articles ix. xxviii). The analogy of the 
Jewish rite, which was always performed on the 
eighth day after a child's birth, shews sufficiently 
the necessity of the early performance of the 
Christian Sacrament of initiation ; for if it were 
hazardous to live without the one, how much more 
so to die without the other? Yet is the danger not 
so much to the child^ as to the parent, or others 
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who have had the care of his infant years, yet 
have kept him back from the Font. For when 
Moses, while in Midian, had left his child uncir- 
cumcised, God's Angel was about to slay, not the 
child, who was thus uninitiated in the covenant ; 
but Moses, the Parent, who had neglected to have 
the rite performed. What a solemn warning the 
instance conveys to Parents, who, through neg- 
ligence or unbelief, leave their children unbaptized, 
need hardly be pointed out 

Strong as are the words of the xxviith Article 
of our Church, which has been already cited, and 
stronger still as are the well-known statements of 
our Church Catechism, in regard to Baptism, 
they are surely not more forcible than those of 
our text, where Baptism is called the Circumcision 
made without hands, the putting off the sins of 
the flesh, by the Circumcision of Christ ; that is, 
by the Spiritual Circumcision required by Him. 
And lest any should doubt that these expressions 
have reference to Holy Baptism, the next verse 
informs us that we are " buried with Him in Bap- 
*Hism, wherein we are also risen with Him through 
" the faith of the operation of Grod, who hath 
" raised Him from the dead," and will therefore 
raise us with Him. 
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Baptism is, we are here informed, the re* 
presentation of the Death and ResuiTection of 
our Lord; a representation, which was no doubt 
far more striking when thai Christian Sacrament 
was administered by immersion, as is still ordered 
by the Church, even in the case of infants, where 
they are able to bear it. The Candidate descends 
into the water a natural man, the child of wrath; 
he rises from it a regenerate man, the child of 
grace. He has left behind him the old man, or 
corrupt body of sin ; and he has put on the new 
man, or image of Christ, holy and undefiled. 

Happy are they who have kept this rite of 
Baptismal innocence unstained ! But who are 
they ? We might go through the world, nay even 
though the Church, like the heathen Philosopher 
of old, seeking for a purely just and virtuous 
man, yet find none. For it is the witness both 
of the Old and of the New Testament, that there 
is no man that sinneth not, none that doeth good, 
no not one. (2 Chron. vi. 36. Ps*. xiv. i. Rom. iii. 
12). The taint and corruption of our nature 
remain, even in the regenerate : even our acts of 
faith are imperfect, our very devotions incom- 
plete : — our repentance needs to be repented of, 
our very tears of contrition to be washed clean 
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in the Blood of Christ. Being, as we are, once 
for all regenerate, we need daily renewal by the 
Holy Spirit, who has promised to reside in the 
Chnrch, and in each faithful member of Christ's 
Body in particular. By His aid we are enabled 
continually to mortify our aflfections — and en- 
couraged to pray that we enter not into temptation. 

With how many offences must each of us, who 
dealt faithfully with his con8cience,have felt 1 oaded, 
when, before receiving the Holy Communion this 
morning, he declared the memory of his sins 
grievous, the burden of them intolerable 1 Before 
we lay down to rest last night, at the end of the 
year, what a fearful catalogue of sins of omission 
and sins of commission must the retrospect have 
laid open before us. And in proportion to our 
real seriousness of mind, earnestness of self-ex- 
amination, and spirituality of discernment, must 
the feeling of self-abasement have been the deeper. 
And if this be the case at the end of one year, 
what will it be, when perhaps at our dying hour, 
certainly at the day of Resurrection, the whole 
black chronicle of our sins is unrolled before us ! 

We shall then. Christian friends, have no good 
deeds to balance against these misdoings, except 
those which have been wrought in us by the 
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preventing and following grace of Christ: — ^no 
holiness in which to enwrap ourselves, except that 
of Christ communicated to us in our Baptism, and 
displaying itself in our lives: — no merits but 
those of Christ imputed first and then gradually 
imparted to us. To Him then let us hold fast, 
and follow at humble distance in His steps. 

We have now commenced another year, by 
celebrating on the first morning of it the Circum- 
cision of our Lord, and have prayed, as the 
Church has encouraged us, that " our heart and 
" all our members being mortified from all worldly 
" and carnal lusts, we may in all things obey his 
" Blessed Will." We are journeying either 
towards heaven, or away from it : — for we cannot 
stand still on our pilgrimage. The end of each 
year is a successive milestone marking the distance 
by which we have either pressed forward to, or 
drawn back from, the City that hath foundations, 
whose Builder and Maker is God ! 
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'* Full of thought and Christian experience, expressed in quiet 
and reverential language." — Ouardian. 

" Short, practical, and with thoroughly sound Church teaching." 

— Churchman^ s Magazine. 

FOUR PLAIN ADVENT, CHRISTMAS, NEW' 
YEAR'S EVE AND DAY Sermons, in Rev. J. G. Cowan's 
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" We have seldom read such truly plain Sermous so good." — 
Guardian, 

" Excellent, clear, forcible, and interesting."— Literan/ Church' 
man. 

ADVENT ADDRESSES on the Four Last Things, 

by the Rev. F. R. H. H. Noyes, M.A., cloth, post free for 1/7 

" Earnest, plain, and short" — Guardian. 

"Plain and good for a small country congregation." — Church 
Review, 

PLAIN PREACHING TO POOR PEOPLE, 4th 

Series. Each Vol. contains TWELVE SHORT PLAIN 

SERMONS, and is sent post free for 1/74. 

Among the Contributors are Revds. M. F. Sadler, R. D. B. 
Rawnsley, Canon Kingsley, Canon W. W. How, J. B. 
Wilkinson, Canon Ashwell, Wm. Michell, S. W. Skef- 
fington, F. Hessey, etc. 
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Epiphany, etc. etc. 

*' For all persons, educated as well as uneducated, these sermons 
are thoroughly well adapted, both by their earnest and excellent 
tono, and by the plainness of their style."— Guardian. 

UNTIL HE COMETH, being Advent Meditations 
and suggestions for applying each day's Advent Teaching of 
the Church, by the Author of "The Sinless Sufferer," price 
6d. 

By the same Author, 4th thousand, price 2d , 

ADVENT THOUGHTS. A Tract for all. 
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